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FY11 Extension Funding Fact Sheet

Extension Partners is a grassroots organization focused on the advancement of University of Illinois Extension. Extension provides timely, unbiased, science-based information on key issues such as economic and community development, agricultural economic development, workforce preparedness, food security, family resiliency, aging and youth development. Programs and information are provided to Illinois citizens, businesses, agencies and organizations in a variety of ways, including workshops, conferences, demonstrations and web-based technologies. Most of Extension’s educational programs are offered proactively in anticipation of emerging issues and in response to needs that have been identified as high priorities by local volunteers and community leaders. The mission of Extension Partners since its inception has been to fulfill the recommendations of the Chancellor’s Commission on Extension.

Extension Partners’ Priority Funding Requests for FY11:

1. Fully fund County Board Match (CBM) for FY11 at $14,500,000. (This is the same as for FY10.)             

2. Fund 4-H Youth Development Educators (YDE) at $1,916,000. (This is the same as FY10.) 
3. Fully fund the Cook County Initiative (CCI) for FY11 at $5,000,000.   ($520,000 less than FY10)
     The total funding needed for FY11 is $21,416,000

Priority 1: Fully fund County Board Match. These funds represent the state’s commitment to match local dollars as stated in the County Cooperative Extension Law, enacted July 1, 1998, and originated as SB925 in 1970. County Board Match is a pass-through trust fund line item in the Department of Agriculture Budget.

Priority 2: Fund 4-H Youth Development Educators. 4-H Youth Development Educators coordinate the thousands of volunteer leaders and the several hundred thousand youth in 4-H programs delivered locally in all 102 counties. 4-H is a community of young people across Illinois who are learning leadership, citizenship and life skills. For more information on 4-H go to http://www.4-h.uiuc.edu/. Like CBM, the 4-H YDE line item is also a pass-through trust fund and is also in the Department of Agriculture budget.

Priority 3: Fund the Cook County Initiative. In FY07, funds were appropriated to provide educational programs in Cook County. The programs funded by this initiative are tailored to the unique needs of a major urban center. For more specific information about these programs, please visit http://www.urbanext.uiuc.edu/. The Cook County Extension line item also appears in the Department of Agriculture budget.

Please contact Pamela Weber, Legislative Consultant for Extension Partners, for additional information.  Phone: 309/333-4884    E-mail: pweber221@aol.com
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